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New Tourism Projects and Partnerships
NEW Tourism iMap

for Visitors and Residents

fine-tuning it and working to make
sure it contains current information about our tourism attractions.”
There is no charge for Oswego County businesses and attractions to be
included on the iMap. Businesses
and attractions are encouraged to
visit the site and review the categories.

Anyone who would like to submit information for the iMap may e-mail
the county tourism office at tourism@
oswegocounty.com, or call tourism
We have launched a new inter- assistant Faith O’Brien at 349-8322.
active map (iMap) that allows
prospective visitors and local
residents to create their own customized itinerary for visiting hundreds of places in Oswego County.
The iMap is linked to the Oswego
County tourism Web site at www.
visitoswegocounty.com.
Designed
to be a mobile-friendly tool, it contains more than 500 points of interest, including places to stay,
eat, shop, and explore with location details and links to Web sites.
“The iMap provides quick access to
information on destinations throughout Oswego County,” said David
Turner, director of the Oswego
County Department of Community
Development, Tourism and Planning. “It is a work in progress and can
be easily updated. We are currently

Faith O’Brien, tourism assistant, demonstrates the new tourism iMap for the
County Legislature’s Economic Development and Planning Committee.

Connect With Us!
facebook.com/visitoswegocounty
twitter: @oswegocountyny
pinterest.com/oswegocotourism
instagram.com/oswegocountyny

www.visitoswegocounty.com

New York Sea Grant (NYSG) is sponsoring and co-coordinating a Business Retention and Expansion (BR&E) initiative
with SUNY Oswego’s Office of Business
and Community Relations (OBCR). This
helps local governments and economic
development agencies learn more about
the needs of existing local businesses.
Faith O’Brien is representing the Oswego County Tourism Office.
The long term goals of the BR&E project
are to retain and create jobs in existing
businesses, create new businesses and
provide an avenue for community leaders, residents and businesses to engage in
ongoing meaningful dialogue for the betterment of the tourism industry in Oswego
County. A task force of individuals from
various community development offices
around the county will be providing their
expertise and assisting in the process.
A paper copy of an electronic BR&E
survey will be mailed to tourism related businesses in mid-January. Instructions and URL to the electronic
version will be included with the survey. Business owners are encouraged
to complete the survey to give the task
force an accurate view of economic
conditions in the county and provide
information on what businesses need.
For more information, contact Mary
Penney, NYSG, at 315-312-3042; Chena
Tucker, SUNY OBCR, at 315-312-3599;
or Faith O’Brien, 315-349-8322.
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New Brochures!

New Visitor Guide Coming Soon...

2013 Hiking
Trail Maps
are available.
Easy to read
map on back
with updated
trails, parks
and activities.

The new “Oswego County Visitor
Guide” will be ready in late January,
in time for the 2014 show season. The
guide will feature the 16 winning photos from the photo contest held earlier this year, and includes complete
information on lodgings, restaurants,
museums, parks and outdoor recreation, farms and farmers’ markets,
events, golf courses, campgrounds and
attractions across Oswego County.

Don’t miss out
this winter!
Grab a copy
of the
2013/2014
Winter
Events
Brochure!

Ray Grela, Lightning

Call or visit our office for copies.

Duane St. Onge,
Pier at Bullhead Point

A new feature this year is a list and description of the many scenic murals
that grace communities around Oswego
County.
The new visitor guides will be distributed at consumer shows, information
centers across New York State, at Thruway rest stops, and in response to requests for information from the county’s
tourism marketing programs.

To see a list of all the winners and their photographs visit:
www.facebook.com/oswegocounty

Deadline for Summer Brochure is Feb. 19

College Connections
Oswego County is home to two colleges; SUNY Oswego with an estimated 8,000 students and Cayuga
Community College with an estimated
4,000 students. Both colleges together
make up 15 percent of the county’s
population and are therefore very
important to reach out to. Recently,
our office has been engaging with
both colleges to partner in promoting
the county’s attractions and events.
Kara Alheim is working with SUNY
Oswego to reach the student audience
in regards to knowing what’s around
Oswego County. She has been to open
houses where she talks to potential stu-

dents and parents about the beautiful
sunsets, fun events like Harborfest, the
exciting outdoor activities and the great
historical spots. In September, she had a
meeting with the Admissions Committee so a stronger relationship could be
built. Admissions have added the “Visit
Oswego County” Web site to the college’s homepage as well as agreed to
promote her blog, “The Must See’s and
Must Do’s of Oswego County.” Our office has returned the favor and added
a new section on our Web site called
“Visit the Colleges,” which goes into
detail about the two colleges in the area.

Faith O’Brien is working with John
Lamphere’s History 222 class, “The
History of New York State” at Cayuga
Community College (CCC) in Fulton.
Students were given a list of historic
places and places of interest in Oswego County and asked to select one
for a research project. Students were
encouraged to contact town historians and take pictures while conducting their research. Some of the places
chosen were Spy Island, Great Bear
Springs Recreation Area, Bristol Hill
Church and the Safe Haven Museum.

The students presented their findings
For the future, we are developing an in class using Power Point and video.
informational display for the Campus
Center to display brochures and flyers
for students and visitors. We are also
planning to be a part of Freshmen Orientation during the summer months.

www.visitoswegocounty.com
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Media/Outdoor Writers
2013 has been a great year for Oswego
County media coverage! In the summer
and fall we had visits from at least eight
writers from the print, broadcast and digital media with different interests ranging
from fishing to ethical travels. Lake Ontario and the Salmon and Oswego rivers
were featured on TV shows including “The
Run” and “Fishing Behind the Lines.”
Doyle Dietz and a photographer from
Pennsylvania were here several times,
fishing out of Port Ontario and Oswego. In early July we hosted Ray
Carignan and his cameraman Claude
Roulleau from the Canadian-based
television show, “Outdoor Passion.”

trout fishing in the world with over 40 fish
caught and released in two days. They also
filmed the Salmon River with Fran Verdoliva and visited the Salmon River Hatchery, Salmon River Falls, and Sandy Island
Beach. In July a television crew from Pennsylvania Outdoors fished with Capt. Dan
Coleman on Strike King Charters. Becky
Palmer from B104.7 FM went along and
shared her experience with her listeners.

and fall. Dave Rath, Jim Mangano and Ronald Foster manned
the tourism display at the Woodsmen’s Field Days in Boonville,
Linda Middleton and members of
the Oswego County Snowmobile
Association covered the Big East
Powersports Show, and Mary Ellen Barbeau and Judy Lupa participated in the national and NYS
outdoor writers conference in
Lake Placid in September. Kelly Jordal and Kara Alheim also
made a trip to Ottawa, CA for an
I Love NY travel writers show
at the U.S. Embassy, where they
personally spoke to about 20 Canadian writers about the county.

Catherine Mack was hired by I Love
NY as an ethical travel writer. She visited Oswego County on Labor Day as
part of a tour across New York State.
Catherine visited the Salmon River Fish
Hatchery, Salmon River Falls, Derby
Hill, and caught her first salmon with
They fished out of Mexico with Kevin Capt. Greg Gehrig aboard Top Gun.
As always, we thank our tourism
Kellar. Ray said this was the best brown
Oswego County was seen at several con- partners and volunteers for helpsummer shows as well during the summer ing us host visitors and spread
Meet Our New
the word about Oswego County!

Staff MemberKara Alheim

Catherine’s coverage of Oswego County is
featured at: http://www.responsibletravel.com/
holidays/new-york-state/travel-guide/

The Tourism and Public Information
Office welcomes Kara to the team!
Kara is originally from Greenwich,
NY and graduated from Oswego State
this past May with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Public Relations and Business.
Throughout college Kara had six internships, worked as a personal fitness
trainer at the gyms, and played an
active role in WNYO and PRSSA.

*Follow Her Blog

as she explores the must see’s and
must do’s of Oswego County!
exploreoswegocounty.blogspot.com

Ray and Claude visiting the Salmon River Falls

Congrats Spider!

The New York State Outdoor Writers’ Association
(NYSOWA) announced on Sept. 16 at its annual conference, in Lake Placid, N.Y., that Ray Hrynyk, better
known as “Spider Rybaak,” is this year’s recipient of
the Pass It On Award. This award is sponsored jointly
by NYSOWA and Bass Pro Shops.

To stress the importance of passing on our outdoor heritage to others, Bass Pro
Shops sponsors this annual award and donates $300 to the scholarship fund of
NYSOWA in the name of the recipient. A committee solicits nominations and
chooses the writer who is most deserving of this award.
Spider writes regularly on fishing and hunting opportunities in Oswego County
for the Oswego County Department of Community Development, Tourism and
Planning. His blogs on fishing and hunting in Oswego County are posted at
www.fishingandhuntinginoswego.blogspot.com

www.visitoswegocounty.com
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Fishing Tournaments:
2/1-2/2 Sat-Sun, Sandy Creek.
Mad River Children’s Ice Fishing Team Derby
2/1 Sat, Sandy Creek.
Sandy Pond Ice Fishing Team Perch Derby
2/15-2/16 Sat-Sun, Sandy Creek.
Sandy Pond Sportsman’s Association Ice Fishing Derby
2/22 Sat, Sandy Creek.
Chris Reed Ice Fishing Derby

2014 Winter Events:
1/3-1/4: Pathfinder Bank Oswego Classic Ice Hockey
Tournament. Campus Center Arena, SUNY Oswego.
1/18: CNY Arts Center 3rd Annual Snow Day, Fulton.
10 a.m -2 p.m.
1/18: Poker Run and BBQ, Redfield. Noon - 6 p.m.
1/19: Winona Forest Stonewall Classic Snowshoe Race/
Walk. Winona State Forest.
1/31-2/2: Oswego County Winter Carnival, Pulaski.
Fri.-Sun.
2/7: 3rd Annual Chicken Wing Competition and Microbrew Fest, Oswego. 5 - 9 p.m.
2/7-2/8: Warm Up Oswego. Oswego, Fri.6 - 11:30 p.m,
Sat. all day
2/7-2/9: 14th Annual Great Eastern Whiteout, Fulton.
Fri: 6pm, Sat & Sun: 8am.
3/22-23, 3/29-30: NY Maple Weekends. Open houses
at Maple Syrup Farms across the county.

For a complete list of events, visit our Web site at:
www.visitoswegocounty.com
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Oswego County Tourism Office
46 E. Bridge Street
Oswego, NY 13126

This newsletter is published by the Oswego County Tourism Office. If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by
e-mail, please send an e-mail to tourism@oswegocounty.com, with the subject line: “Newsletter Request” and include
your name so we can remove you from our hard copy mailing list. Ph. 315-349-8322

www.visitoswegocounty.com

