
Explore Our
Great 

Outdoors
Visit our great outdoors for a fun-filled day of discovery! Bring your camera and 

binoculars to enjoy breath-taking views, spot a migrating hawk in a premiere birding 
location, and learn about our world-class fishery.

Begin your tour at the Salmon River Fish Hatchery 
(http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/21663.html) in Altmar 
to see how the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation raises salmon and trout for stocking in 
Lakes Erie and Ontario. View the many exhibits and 
take a guided tour of the facility to observe the process 
where more than 3 million salmonids are produced 
each year.
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Continue your adventure at the Salmon 

River Falls Unique Area (http://www.dec.
ny.gov/lands/63578.html) in Orwell. Take in 

the inspirational view of this 110-foot cas-
cade and enjoy the serene beauty of the area 

as you walk along its scenic wooded trails. 
The Riverside Trail and secure overlook 

platforms are handi-capable.
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Enjoy a savory lunch at the new Tailwater Lodge 
(www.tailwaterlodge.com) in Altmar. Modern and rustic blend 
together in this innovative re-purpose of a former elementary 
school in a small village that caters to outdoor enthusiasts. The 
facility now offers top-end accommodations and a delectable 
menu that appeals to most any palate. 
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After lunch, ease into the afternoon at the Salmon River 
International Sportfishing Museum (www.salmonriverinter-
nationalfishingmuseum.org) in Altmar, which showcases the 

history of sportfishing. It features a collection of over 250,000 
items originally displayed at the Gladding Corporation Mu-
seum, including handmade antique fishing rods, lures, reels 
and tackle, as well as watercolors, historic prints, and books.
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On your way home, stop at the Derby Hill Bird Observatory 
(http://onondagaaudubon.com/derby-hill-bird-observatory/) in 
Mexico to enjoy panoramic views of Great Lake Ontario from 
a bluff overlook. You may see a great variety of species at this 
prime birding location, well-known as the best spring hawk-
watch in the Northeast. In the spring of 1995, a world-record 
total of nearly 20,000 Red-tailed Hawks were counted here with 
more than 4,500 of these sightings on just one day – April 11!
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