The OSWEGO MARITIME FOUNDATION is a non-
profit corporation devoted to public service. The basic pur-
poses of the Foundation are to:

¢ Foster maritime recreation, research and
education.

e Encourage, sponsor and coordinate a vari-
ety of maritime-related programs and ac-
tivities.

e Promote increased knowledge of and re-
spect for skills regarding appropriate utili-
zation of maritime resources.

- Work with other established organizations
devoted to meaningful maritime activities

For more information call (315) 342-5753, or write: Oswego
Maritime Foundation, 41 Lake St., Oswego, NY 13126.
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The Oswego Maritime Foundation, supporting sponsors,
and advertisers do not assume or accept any liability
for the completeness or correctness of the information
in this brochure or for any property damage or personal
injuries that may result from diving activities or visiting
the site.

Related Points of Interest

H. Lee White Marine Museum .......... (315) 342-0480
FOLt-ONtatio .. 7o s sidensin s (315) 343-4711
Richardson-Bates Museum ................ (315) 343-1342

Trophy Fishing and MORE!

County of Oswego Department of Promotion and Tourism
County Office Building + 46 East Bridge Street
Oswego, New York 13126
(315) 349-8322
General Information 1-800-248—-4FUN
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Tugboats... All Guts, No Glory

Glistening ocean liners, proud warships, and graceful tall ships often
catch the eye of the public and the hearts of maritime historians. The
common tugboat is usually overlooked and under-appreciated. Yet,
the larger, celebrated vessels would seldom even be able to leave
dock, if it weren’t for this small, powerful workhorse. Few other
vessels have had such a large impact on the economic development
of the Great Lakes region as the tugboat.

Tugboats are the oldest specialized type of steamship. When the
steam engine was first employed in ships, it was thought that its only
practical application would be in towing larger vessels in and out of
port. On August 28, 1816, the Majestic became the first steamship to
tow another vessel. She towed the sailing vessel Hope from Deptford
to Woolrich on the Thames River in England.

The 102-foot Rufus King was the first steam vessel built specifi-
cally for towing in the United States. Built by Smith & Dimon for the
New York Dry Dock Company in 1825, the Rufus King towed vessels
to and from railway loading areas in New York Harbor.

With the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825, the usage of inland
waterways for commerce and trade increased dramatically. The
Great Lakes became a primary route for America’s westward expan-
sion.

Unable to accommodate the heavy demand for goods and
supplies, many owners of small passenger vessels adapted by con-
verting their ships for towing. Soon tugboats could be found operat-
ing in nearly every major port and canal system.

In the 1830s, American sailing packets of up to 600 tons were
arriving from Europe and needed tugboat assistance to dock. By
1840, large clipper ships came on the scene, and with them, the large
side-wheel tugs.

The largest and the last side-wheel tug was the William H.
Webb, built by William H. Webb for James Chambers and Henry A.
Heiserin 1856. She was 190-feet long with two 44" x 10 stroke, beam
engines. Her side-wheels were 30-feet in diameter.

Although tugboats with screw propellers were in service at the
same time as the large side-wheelers, they were not as powerful or
numerous. The first was the Sampson, built by William Cramp in
1850.

The screw prop tug came into its own after the compound
engine was developed and adapted for ships. The compound engine
had greater fuel economy. As the engine was improved, the power
of screw tugs grew rapidly and doomed the side-wheel tugs.

Steam-powered screw prop tugboats dominated the towing
industry well into the 20th century until the development of the
diesel engine. Tugboats powered by diesel engines, like the Mary

Kay, offer many advantages over steam engines. The engines turn at
a higher rate, require a smaller engine crew, and have better fuel
economy. Most importantly, the diesel tugboats can be ready for
instant action: their engines don’t have to “work up a head of steam”
before the vessel can be moved.

Today, tugboats have a variety of uses, including harbor and
canal towing, rescue duty, fire fighting, and commercial salvage.
Curiously, tugboats in Europe almost always pull vessels, but in
America tugboats push by placing their stem against the vessel they
are maneuvering.

Tugboats have evolved a basic design. They are generally high
forward and low aft, with the pilot house near midships. The hulls
are full in form and have a pronounced line of sheer. Built for
powerful work, a tug’s machinery takes up an average of 60 percent of
the hull space.

Visit an historic tug...

After exploring the wreck of the Mary Kay, visit the H. Lee White
Marine Museum in Oswego Harbor and see the historic tugboat
Major Elisha K. Henson. This vessel is designated as a National
Historic Landmark. It is the last remaining tug used during the D-Day
invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. The Major Elisha K. Henson
is beautifully restored to its World War IT appearance and operating
condition and is maintained by volunteers. If you are in town on the
right day, you may be lucky enough to see this proud vessel out for
a run on the lake. Tours of the tug are available during the museum’s
operating hours. Located at the foot of West First Street, the museum
is open daily, 1 to 5 p.m. during May, June, and September, and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. during July and August. Other times by appointment.

History of the Mary Kay

Constructed in 1957, the Mary Kay was a 55-foot, 35-ton tugboat
powered by twin Murphy diesel engines. In 1988, the Mary Kay was
purchased and re-fit by Salvage and Demolition Inc. of North
Weymouth, Massachusetts. On September 21, 1988, the Mary Kay
left Rochester, NY to begin her long journey to her new home in
Boston.

Just west of Oswego harbor, two 9-foot waves crashed over her
stern and filled the engine room. She sank quickly. Aboard were the
captain and engineer. Responding to a short radio call for help and
phone calls from witnesses on land, the US Coast Guard cutter from
Oswego headed out into the storm and rescued the two men. The
City of Oswego Police Department awarded the USCG crew certifi-
cates of recognition for bravery.
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