
OSWEGO RIVER

Your Guide 

through theThe History...
- The Oswego River is one of the few rivers in the United 
States that flows north.

- The first boats built for use on the Oswego River were 
canoes made by Native Americans.

- In 1825, the same year the Erie Canal was complete, 
$160,000 was authorized by the state to build the 
Oswego Canal. On July 4, 1826, the cornerstone of 
the first lock in the Oswego Canal was put in place in 
Fulton. The canal opened two years later. 

- The Oswego Canal is a separate waterway from the 
Oswego River, dug alongside it and merging with it in 
a few locations only.

- There is no Lock 4! The original plans did include 
a Lock 4, but as construction progressed, engineers 
realized it wasn’t needed. Back then, all plans and 
diagrams were done by hand so it was simpler to leave 
out the lock than re-label the others. 

Keep an eye 
out for...
- Segments of the old canal and its stone walls on 
the east sides of the river.

- All types of birds! You may see Osprey and if you’re 
lucky Bald Eagles, who enjoy the open water sections of 
the river and canal. Great blue herons and smaller blue 
herons may be seen along the edge of the river.

- Remains of a barge which sank around the turn of the 
century (between green buoy 87 and 89, Fulton). 

- Tunnels used by the old Brosemer Brewery in Minetto 
(between green buoy 137 and red buoy 138, Minetto). 

 

Oswego River Starch Company

Pathfinder Island, Fulton

Cruising the Oswego River

**Pay close attention

- Today, the Oswego Canal is 
approximately 14 feet deep, but 
the old canal only had a depth 
of four feet! 

Lock 3 to Lock 8

For more information about canoeing & kayaking:

visitoswegocounty.com
1-800-248-4FUN

Lock Phone Numbers:

Lock 3: 592-5349  Lock 7: 343-6304
Lock 5: 343-5232  Lock 8: 343-0280
Lock 6: 343-9001

Oswego Canal Information Center 
149 S. First St. Fulton, NY 13069

*Special thanks to Richard Drosse for 
generous use of his photos!



Fulton to Minetto Minetto to Oswego Oswego
Lock 3 to Lock 5 Lock 5 to Lock 6 Lock 6 to Lock 8

Starting at the Indian Point Landing Boat Launch 

** Opposite this launch, you will see the remains of a barge owned 
by Pierce Gravel Company, which sank here around the turn of 
the century. The relic is located outside the channel, in shallow 
water so please enjoy this from a distance.

Continuing north, you will see Pathfinder Island on the east 
side of the channel. The island was named after the title character 
in James Fenimore Cooper’s “The Pathfinder”, one of his Leather 
stocking Tales. Much of the action in “The Pathfinder” takes 
place during a trip down the Oswego River in 1759.

About one-quarter of a mile north of Pathfinder Island near 
red buoy 98, is the Oswego County Energy Recovery Facility 
(ERF) which opened in 1986. The facility is designed to process 
200 tons of waste, seven days a week.

Battle Island State Park, an 18-hole golf course, comes up next 
on the west side of the river between red buoy 102 and green buoy 
105. The park is named for a brief battle which took place in 1756. 
The battle began when French soldiers and Native Americans 
attacked British soldiers who were traveling by boat to Albany. 
The British were better armed than their enemies and the French 
retreated after about an hour. Long after the war, bullet marks 
could still be seen on the trees on the island.

The old Battle Island Dam

The Minetto Bridge lies just ahead. The bridge does slant 
downwards towards the west bank. This is actually the fourth 
bridge to be built here, the first being wooden and built in the 
early 1800s.

Just north of the bridge is Lock 5. As you travel through the lock 
notice the Minetto Hydropower Plant on the west bank which 
has a capacity of 8,000 kilowatts and is owned and operated by 
Brookfield Power. 

** After exiting the lock, note the stone abutments in the water 
which were part of the second Minetto bridge built in 1872. 

** Just ahead lay caverns from the old Brosemer Brewery 
in Minetto. A tunnel led from a trap door in the brewery, 
underground, to the river’s edge. Barrels of beer were stored 
and cooled here until transported via boat to Oswego. If you 
look carefully you can still see the cellars entrance (between 
green buoy 137 and red buoy 138). Other cellars are rumored 
to be in this area but with the changing of water level caused by 
construction of the canal, most are underwater. 

After leaving Lock 6, you will see a four-story brick building 
on the west side, the site of a former plumbing supply company. 
In the 1800s and early 1900s this building housed Brosemer 
Brewery, probably the largest brewery in that area. 

Before entering Lock 7, you will see the Oswego River Walk 
West on the west bank where many people stroll along the 
river. This was constructed in 1980 but centuries ago the British 
operated a fur-trading post here.

On the west side, Leto Island is visible. This is the general site of 
Oswego’s old Weighlock Building which was built in 1863 and 
only remained here until 1906. 

Continuing north, the limestone building on the west side, once 
Ontario Mills (a flour mill) today houses the restaurant Bridie 
Manor. Built in 1834, this is one of the oldest factory buildings 
in Oswego, a wheel still turns in the building today.

** Next, you will pass under a railroad trestle, which was used 
for many years to shuttle trains across the river en route between 
Oswego and Syracuse. Now, it’s a walking trail called the Harbor 
Trail Walk.

Across the river on the west bank lays the former New York 
State Armory, built in the style of a medieval castle which was 
completed in 1906. This is actually the second armory in Oswego- 
the original stands across the river on Route 481.

The YMCA, a large brick building is next on the west side. The 
white succo building following it is the old Pontiac Hotel built 
in 1913 and now an apartment building. Once a very posh hotel, 
the Pontiac was built in the Spanish Revival Style, with a red tile 
roof and stucco finish.

The next mile will take you along many homes scattered on the 
high bluffs along the river.

You will know when you are approaching Oswego when you see 
a large, goldish building on the east side of the river- the former 
Oswego County Jail built in 1921.


