
OSWEGO COUNTY TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Tuesday, October 19, 2010 

Oswego County Legislative Chambers 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Mary Ellen Barbeau, Paul Baxter, Shane Broadwell, Jessica Burt, Janet Clerkin, Margaret Clerkin, Fred 
Crisafulli, Bob Green, Jeff Grimshaw, Jim Hotchkiss, Sherry Kaderli, Hon. Margaret Kastler, Chairman Barry Leemann, Ed 
Lighthall, Hon. Linda Lockwood, Doreen Macklen, Linda Middleton, Mercedes Niess, Hon. Milferd Potter, Dave Rath, 
Hon. Morris Sorbello, Helen Stevens, Heather Tebidor, Dave Turner, Fran Verdoliva, Nancy Weber, Justin White 
 
1. Call to Order — Chairman Ed Lighthall called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.  
 
2. Welcome – Chairman Lighthall welcomed everyone and introduced Barry Leemann, Chairman of the Legislature. 

Chairman Leemann expressed his support and appreciation of the efforts of the Tourism Advisory Council 
members. 

 
3. Introductions — Introductions were made all around.   
 
4. Approval of Minutes – Dave Rath made a motion to accept the minutes of September 20. Fred Crisafulli second. 

Motion carried. 
 
5. Old Business: 

A.   War of 1812 Event Planning – Janet Clerkin reported that Greg Monette has agreed to chair a subcommittee 
for an event to commemorate the War of 1812. An event will be held on a Saturday in April with the date to be 
determined. The Friends of Fort Ontario have agreed to cosponsor the event. At this point, Paul Lear, Joe 
Galutz, Shawn Doyle, Jon Spaulding, Gail Goebricher and Justin White will be working with Greg. If anyone is 
interested in joining the committee, please let Janet or Greg know. Paul Lear will speak on the role of Ft. 
Ontario in the War of 1812, Greg Monette will speak on the soldiers of Oswego County and a guest speaker 
will present more general information on the war.  

                
B.  Canalling Brochure Update – Janet reported that we have received a grant from the Canal Corporation to 

reprint the Canalling brochure. Some revisions have been made and we hope to have it ready in late November 
or early December. We hope to be able to do a complete revision in the next couple of years. Shane Broadwell 
mentioned that it is the best moving brochure at the hotels.  

 
C.  Crank It Up  – Doreen Macklen reported that the Crank It Up show went very well with over 1000 people 

attending. People from 12 different counties, five states and Canada attended. There were 27 entrants for the 
tractor pull with the youngest participant 14 years old. Radio controlled pulls also took place over the weekend. 
Cort Howard donated ½ acre of corn for a corn maze which was very popular. There were various games for 
kids, FFA demonstrations and a chicken barbeque. There were other tractor shows this weekend but they did 
well as people could go to more than one show the same day. People have voiced interest in participating as 
vendors next year. Margaret Kastler said the event was moved to the Oswego County Fairgrounds from the 
Lacona Fireman’s Field Days grounds for more space as it is a growing event and it is handicap accessible. 
Dave Turner inquired if the vendors were local. Doreen reported they were not and stayed 3-4 days. While here 
they purchased food, gas, and inquired about shopping venues including apple orchards. Janet mentioned that 
our radio advertising included this event packaged with the Salmon River Festival.  

 
D. Lodgings Update – Janet mentioned that there are three new businesses;  Fiddle Head Grove B&B in West 

Monroe, the Good Luck Lodge on Rte. 3 in Pulaski will be opening soon and the Pine Grove Motel in Hastings 
is being refurbished.  

 
 6.         New Business: 
             A.   Oswego / Salmon River Reports: Dave Turner reported that after the tragic accident where two anglers  
                    recently lost their lives in the Oswego River, a first-step meeting was held to discuss ways to make fishing 
                    the river as safe and enjoyable as possible. Dave thanked Shane Broadwell and Mayor Bateman for   



                    coordinating the meeting. Participants at the meeting were the City of Oswego, Oswego City Fire  
                    Department, Police Department, DEC, Brookfield Power, Coast Guard, and Oswego County Tourism. Good  
                   discussion took place including the implementation of more warning systems. A second meeting is planned  

for November. Fran Verdoliva reported that egg take from Coho salmon has been completed and the salmon  
runs were very strong this year. The mass marking system is paying off in tracking salmon. Technicians doing 
creel surveys are seeing more unmarked salmon which is typical in the river. We are seeing more jack salmon 
(1-yr. olds) indicating that the next couple of years should be very good. An estimated 3,000 people attended 
the hatchery open house, the largest turnout the hatchery has had. From last Tuesday through yesterday over 
1,000 people, not including school groups, went through the hatchery. At least 500 students from school groups 
visited the hatchery each day last week. It is estimated one of every three people sign in so the totals are likely 
to be even higher for number of visitors. From September 1 through approximately October 13, the creel survey 
being done on the Salmon River has indicated 515,000 angler hours have been reported. In 2007, there were 
654,000 hours reported all year. The numbers are extremely high this year. Unfortunately the survey is federally 
funded and it has been cancelled. It will end when salmon season is over and hopefully the DEC will pick it up 
next fall for all of the tributaries. Fran did a one-hour live radio show with WTVQ outside of NYC explaining 
the benefits of the hatchery system. The recent flood, the second largest in 100 years – largest in 25 years, 
brought 25,000cfs of water through the river. Fish were swimming in parking lots, the bottom of the hatchery 
was flooded but overall no fish were hurt. It ruined two new parking lots with fishing access points but they 
have been repaired at a high cost. Fran reported anglers did not use common sense by continuing to fish the 
river with the high water, many of them not following safety instructions given by officials. More educational 
programs are needed. Dave and Fran reported that a new bridge where the old Stillwater Bridge over the river 
was located is being looked at. Part of the wall in the village near the sewage treatment plant collapsed from the 
high water and Barry Leemann reported that the Highway Department trucked boulders from Watertown to 
provide stability to the rest of the wall. The mayor of Pulaski commended the department for their assistance. 
FEMA is coming to assess the damage throughout the river and hopefully grant money will be available. Morris 
Sorbello asked if life jackets could be required. Fran said there are new styles that don’t hinder fishing but 
requiring them is unlikely. Life jackets and cleats should be highly recommended. Morris suggested that life 
jackets and safety recommendations be included in brochures.  

 
B. Cruise Ships, Canal Report: Fred Crisafulli said the American Canadian Cruise Ship line will now be the 

Blunt Small Ship Adventures. These ships can go into areas that larger ships can not. Fred became a liaison for 
this group in 1984 for our area. We had 18 cruise ships scheduled this year but we lost two of them to high 
water. They are working to get the younger people to do the cruises with things such as canoeing and kayaking 
at the ports along the way. These will likely take place in July and August. Fred suggested that attractions such 
as museums create a DVD that can be shown on the trip before they get here. Brochures are also very important. 
These ships have approximately 90 passengers who spend on the average of $40-$50 per stop; the ship also 
spends approximately $1000 to have the bilge pumped, $800 for garbage removal; fuel and various other 
expenses. It typically amounts to $8,000-$9,000 per visit to Oswego. Janet mentioned the Canal Corporation 
reported that through the end of August canal activity on the Oswego River was up 4.7%; commercial use and 
canoeing and kayaking through the locks were down a little. Morris asked if the new regulation regarding ballast 
water would affect tour ships. Shane said their water is exported so it should have no effect.  

 
C. Upcoming Community Presentations:  Janet mentioned that she will be doing a presentation on the 

department’s tourism and marketing programs for the downtown Oswego business group and Oswego City 
Community Development on Wednesday, October 27. She will also be doing one in Mexico in the future. 

 
D. Fort Drum Winter Recreation Fair – Janet reported that we will again participate in the fair this year on 

November 10. Jessica Burt and Heather Tebidor will represent the county with our booth. Our partners will be 
contacted and if they wish to send a supply of their brochures and/or donate an item for a gift basket, they can do 
so by dropping them off at the tourism office by November 5. 

 
E. Snowmobiling: Dave reported that WPBS will be filming in Oswego County for their Snow Trails show. The 

show will be filmed and broadcast nationally in the 2011-2012 season. They will also do a 30-minute Snow 
Country show about Oswego, Herkimer and Oneida counties which will be seen locally in the 2011-2012 
season. We will reach out to the snowmobile clubs for support. There are studies on the economic impact of 



snowmobiling, some of which indicate it has as much impact as fishing if not more. Margaret Kastler said we 
need to get the licenses out where people can access them. Ed mentioned that the county, state and small 
businesses are losing money. Dave Turner mentioned that the DMV is hesitant to let others access their system 
as there is more personal information in it than the DEC has for fishing licenses. Other counties have DMV 
people on overtime at satellite sites on weekends. Linda Middleton reported the legislation has been in the 
Assembly and the Senate since April. Dave said the DMV did not want it so the Assembly and Senate backed 
off and he thought perhaps our representatives need to hear from the snowmobilers and small businesses. Dave 
Rath mentioned temporary licenses but Dave Turner said that temporary licenses issued in the past were a 
problem and Albany said they will not do that again. Morris said the ED & P committee will do whatever they 
can to help.  

 
F. Member Communications: 

 Fred Crisafulli suggested that if any of the county towns or villages would like to provide bus 
transportation, people from the cruise ships could spend some time visiting their areas.  

 Mercedes Niess reported that the Marine Museum has a new brochure available. Their annual “Christmas at 
Sea” will be held on December 12 from 1-4:30pm. They will also be open on Thursday evenings in 
December until 8 pm.  

 Mercedes mentioned that the Oswego Public Library has received a 2-year grant for computer teaching on 
the new broadband system. People are taking advantage of this training.  

 Justin White reported that Andy Mattison from YNN “Your Hometown” will be doing a segment on the 
Kingsford Starch factory this Sunday. The Richardson-Bates House Museum also has a display on the 
factory. He will be giving a presentation on November 7 at 1:30pm at the museum.  

 Jeff Grimshaw reported that SUNY Oswego’s Office of Business and Community Relations and Legal 
Legacy of Oswego County will hold a meeting Wednesday, October 20 at the EconoLodge with breakfast 
starting at 8:30 a.m. The workshop will be conducted by Peter Dunn who will discuss legacies and 
endowments and how to manage them. 

 Shane reported that last week Brookfield Power made the river unfishable due to high water as of Monday. 
The hotel lost a week’s worth of income as the anglers were leaving due to the conditions. Shane contacted 
Mayor Bateman and they finally dropped the level. There was no communication as to Brookfield’s plans 
for the waterflow.  

 Dave Turner recognized Paul Baxter from the Tug Hill Commission and thanked them for their support 
with the Stillwater Bridge project. It is a ½ million dollar project and there are many issues regarding land 
ownership.  

 Sherry Kaderli mentioned that the Cleveland Elementary School received a national blue ribbon for 
improvement and that will be celebrated on November 20 with a breakfast, parade, family fun during the 
day, dinner, and an adult reception in the evening. Contact Sherry for more information. Moving the 
Community Market Days to Saturday is being discussed and the VFW will hold an open house from 12-
4pm on Veteran’s Day, November 11. 

 Jeff Grimshaw reported that the Work Force Board of Oswego County is updating its strategic plan which 
includes tourism and hospitality. There is a survey going around so look forward to it and the board is 
looking for your input. 

 Margaret Clerkin mentioned that the attendance at the Pulaski Farmer’s Market was up 30% this year and 
thanked Brian Leary, coordinator. The chamber helped sponsor the Crank It Up event and also Light Up 
Pulaski which will take place on December 5. Eddie’s Restaurant has reopened and Tractor Supply, located 
in the old Ames building, will have their grand opening on November 13. The chamber received a donation 
to paint the building and a new flag pole.  

 Paul Baxter mentioned that there will be an energy workshop from 1-5pm on November 12 in Parish. How 
to be more energy efficient and alternate energy sources will be discussed. Pre-registration is required. 
Please go to the Tug Hill Commission Web site for more information.     

 
Next meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 16, at 10:00 a.m. at the Riverside 
Banquet Room, G.S. Steamer’s, 70 E. First St., Oswego 
 

 Meeting adjourned:  Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  


