
OSWEGO COUNTY TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Oswego County Office Building 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Mary Ellen Barbeau, Shane Broadwell, Linda Brosch, Jessica Burt, Janet Clerkin, Margaret Clerkin, 
Fred Crisafulli, Dick Drosse, Bobbie Elmer, Bob Green, Lillian Harter, Patti Holst, Jim Hotchkiss, Kelly Jordal, 
Margaret Kastler, Ralph Larkin, Leg. Louella LeClair, Ed Lighthall, Mercedes Niess, Leg. Milford Potter, Dave 
Rath, Paul Santore, J.P. Scullin (rep. Mike Mortimer), Leg. Morris Sorbello, Laurie Spicer, Dave Turner, Bill 
VanWormer, Nancy Weber, Jim Wright 
 
1. Call to Order — Chairman Ed Lighthall called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  
 
2. Introductions — Introductions were made all around.   
 
3. Approval of Minutes – Louella LeClair made a motion to accept the minutes of March 16. Jim Hotchkiss 

second. Motion carried.  
 
4. Old Business: 

A.  State Budget – Dave Turner reported that there is no decision regarding keeping the parks open, on 
matching funds or on the snowmobile funds. The senate and assembly support our position on keeping 
the parks open, keeping matching funds in the budget and not using the snowmobile funds for anything 
other than snowmobile trail maintenance. Ed mentioned that it has been suggested that camping fees be 
raised by $5 for non-residents. He feels that it should be less than $5 if they raise it and it should apply 
to residents and non-residents. Louella asked about the fort moving artifacts to Albany. Janet Clerkin 
said that Paul Lear told her the fort is closed and they are preparing collections to be moved to Albany 
as directed. Bobbie Elmer said these things are items that are not used at this time.  She reported that 
they did get the permit and insurance needed for the event in May. Margaret Kastler asked if the 
materials could be stored in the county so they will be available if the fort remains open. Mercedes 
Niess said that is unlikely as it is state property not county property. Dave Turner mentioned that Paul is 
a state employee and is doing as he is told.  J.P. Scullin and Patti Holst encouraged people to send e-
mails, letters or make phone calls to the governor and representatives. The local representatives are in 
support of keeping the parks open.  

  
B.  Legislation on Snowmobile Registrations – Dave mentioned that two bills sponsored by Senator 

Aubertine and Assemblyman Barclay have been introduced to their respective houses. Again e-mails 
and letters from the public will make an impact. Hopefully the County Clerk will be able to designate 
places for sale of registrations. Ed indicated that it works very well for fishing and hunting licenses and 
it would be great if the snowmobilers were able to get licenses when they get to the county for the 
weekend. Patty said there are 16 sponsors and it is currently sitting in the transportation committee. 
Janet mentioned that about 60 legislators received the letter that is in the TAC packet last week.  

 
C.  Earth Day Activities – Dick Drosse reported that April 22 will be the 40th anniversary of Earth Day. 

This year there are 35 groups registered to help with projects during Earth Week. They had a great 
turnout last weekend even with rainy weather and more are expected to be out this weekend. SUNY 
Oswego is having a sustainability program tomorrow afternoon. It is free and open to the public. On 
May 18, Oswego County Soil and Water is having a forestry workshop at BOCES from 6-8:30 pm.  
There will be information on developing your property into a natural landscape. Dick also reported that 
at Derby Hill there were a total of 3,393 bird sightings in one day. He had a list of the species reported. 
Dave Turner mentioned that the windmill project could have impacted Derby Hill and the bird 
migration.  



 
D.  Sport Shows – Janet reported that road warriors Dave Rath and Jim Wright are here to report on the 

sport shows they have attended. Dave reported that they attended the Suffern show on behalf of 
LOSPC. It was a very good show with much interest in Oswego County. They gave out a lot of 
brochures. The following weekend they went to Hamburg. We combined with Wayne and Cayuga 
counties. This was an excellent show, even better than Suffern. People have been staying closer to 
home so there was a great deal of interest in our county at this show.  Dave Turner thanked Dave and 
Jim for all the time and effort they put in to help the tourism office. Morris Sorbello thanked them also.  

 
5.  New Business: 

A.  Geocaching and Letterboxing – Linda Brosch, Kelly Jordal and Jessica Burt gave presentations on 
geocaching and letterboxing. They are great ways to learn about the area. Mercedes asked if there was 
an organized trail for geocaching within the county which there is not at this time. Developing a rack 
card on geocaching was discussed and Shane Broadwell thought it was a good idea. Nancy Weber 
asked about doing this as part of the War of 1812 celebration. Dave said we can not involve cemeteries 
but historical monuments and such would be fine. Kelly talked about doing an itinerary of caches. 
Another idea is a passport. As other places have done, a passport is issued and you get a stamp for your 
passport as you find various caches in state parks or other tourism sites. Jessica mentioned that these are 
both learning experiences as many areas you visit have signs with information pertaining to the site 
such as history, birding or other interests. She is hoping to develop a section on the tourism Web site for 
geocaching and letterboxing.  

       
B. Occupancy Tax – Dave Turner explained that some county legislators have advocated for an increase 

in the occupancy tax. Several things can affect the occupancy tax such as increased accommodation 
rates, additional sites being added and more visitors. Our tax is 3% and we are not the highest or lowest 
in the state or region. Occupancy tax by law is used for the promotion of tourism. An increase would 
have to be approved by the state. One of the state representatives would have to sponsor a bill to 
increase the tax and at this point with the economy an increase may not be popular. Ed and Shane both 
are against an increase. Morris said that it was brought up at the ED & P committee meeting and it was 
suggested that it be brought up at TAC for discussion. Bill VanWormer made a motion to not increase 
the occupancy tax. Shane Broadwell second. Motion carried. Shane will attend the April 27th meeting of 
ED & P to discuss this with committee members.  

 
C. War of 1812 Commemoration Event – Janet reported that the Friends of Fort Ontario will be holding 

the War of 1812 “Battle of Oswego” event on May 8-9, 2010. This event will commemorate the attack 
and capture of Fort Oswego by the British in 1814. Living history demonstrations, musket drills, 
ceremonies, lectures, games and battle re-enactments will take place.  

 
D. Festival of Sail – Mercedes Niess spoke of the Festival of Sail June 25-27, 2010.  Three tall ships will 

be spending a few days in Oswego on their way to an event in Canada. The Pride of Baltimore, the 
Lynx and the Roseway will be open for tours. The Lynx and the Roseway will give sailaways. 
Mercedes thanked Shane Broadwell for spearheading this event and for all of his work. This will be a 
gated event with admission charged. Shane mentioned that the week will continue with events 
celebrating Independence Day taking place through the fireworks on Sunday evening, July 4th. Dave 
mentioned that this will be a 10-day heritage celebration. 

 
E. Media Coverage/Tour Updates – Janet passed around a copy of Audubon Magazine to show the 

county ad promoting birding in the area. She reported that I Love NY is hosting a familiarization tour 
for the President of Kay Tours, an Israeli based tour operator, and top Israeli media from May 11-15. 
They will be visiting Oswego on May 13 to tour the Marine Museum and Safe Haven. Dave reported 
that there will likely be two film crews here to cover the Pro-Am in July.  



 
 

F. Member Communications: 
  Mercedes reported that the Oswego Public Library has been recognized by the New York 
State Office of Preservation. The library will receive one of only seven awards given out.  The Marine 
Museum is conducting its Art & Writing contest; it is partnering with SUNY Oswego to present a 
storytelling program for ages 2 yrs. and up. A segment of their history lecture series will take place May 
8 and they will unveil the “Life on the Pier’ exhibit. They are also working on a native American 
exhibit.  
 
   Lillian Harter mentioned that the Candlelight Restaurant in Parish has reopened. It has been  

  remodeled and most of the staff involved with the restaurant prior to its closing have been retained. 
  Louella gave it a good review. Patti Holst mentioned that when a liquor license is applied for, if  
  businesses have submitted all necessary material, it should be available in about 30 days. It used to take    
  much longer.  

 
G.   Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 18 at 10 a.m. in the County Office Building.  
 

 Meeting adjourned:  12:07 pm.  
 
 
 
 


