
OSWEGO COUNTY TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Tuesday, June 23, 2010 

H. Lee White Marine Museum 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Mary Ellen Barbeau, Paul Baxter, Jessica Burt, Janet Clerkin, Fred Crisafulli, Dick Drosse, Mike 
Goldych, Bob Green, Joe Galutz, Lillian Harter, Beth Hilton, Patti Holst, Jim Hotchkiss, Anne Hutchins, Kelly 
Jordal, Sherry Kaderli, Hon. Margaret Kastler, Brian Leary, Hon. Louella LeClair, Ed Lighthall, Greg Monette, 
Mike Mortimer, Barbara Murdock, Mercedes Niess, Hon. Milferd Potter, Paul Santore, Hon. Morris Sorbello, 
Carole Sponable, Heather Tebidor, Hon. Amy Tressider, Dave Turner, Nancy Weber, Dave White, Justin White 
 
1. Call to Order — Chairman Ed Lighthall called the meeting to order at 10:13 am.  
 
2. Introductions — Introductions were made all around.   
 
3. Approval of Minutes – Fred Crisafulli asked that his name be included in those present.  Minutes were 

approved as amended.  
 
4. Old Business: 

A.  June 9 Group Tour – Kelly Jordal reported that a group from the Susan B. Anthony House in 
Rochester spent the day in Oswego visiting Fort Ontario, Safe Haven, the Marine Museum and the 
Richardson-Bates House Museum. They also had a catered lunch from Port City Bakery at the library 
and dinner at King Arthur’s Steakhouse. Justin White gave a presentation at both times. The tour was 
sold out and the group talked about doing another tour next year. They may do the same tour or perhaps 
extend it to two days and include Underground Railroad sites in the county. Dave Turner read a letter 
from the group recognizing Kelly for her assistance in providing them with an enjoyable experience.  

  
B.  Festival of Sail – Mercedes Niess explained that things are going well for the Festival of Sail, June 25-

27. The sail aways on the Lynx are sold out – hundreds of seats at $65 each. The entire pier will be 
active with children’s activities, music and much more. Saturday is Dunkin Donuts Day and it will be 
advertised on the marquise of 53 stores. North Shore Oil is the main sponsor and as such they are 
receiving a sail away on the Pride of Baltimore. They have invited military personnel who will be 
receiving the Purple Heart to join them. Sunday is Founder’s Day at the festival in honor of Dick Pfund. 

   
C.  Fort Ontario – Birthday Party and Re-Opening Celebration – Janet reported that the fort has 

officially reopened. The two officer’s quarters buildings are closed but they are hoping to get some 
furnishings back into at least one building so it will be open to the public this summer. Christopher 
Colasurdo, a fourth grader in Oswego, coordinated a hat day in the Oswego City School District and 
raised more than $1,000 for the fort. This Sunday, June 27, he will be celebrating his 10th birthday at 
Fort Ontario. His family is organizing a party that is open to the public. He has asked that he receive no 
gifts but donations to the fort would be appreciated. Morris Sorbello reported that officials from the 
City of Oswego and Oswego County met with the regional director to determine what could be done to 
assist with the grounds maintenance when the fort was closed. It turned out the assistance was not 
needed but everyone was ready to work with the fort.  

 
D.  County Fair Schedule and Volunteers – Mary Ellen Barbeau reported that we have done well with 

participants and volunteers for the fair. We have two new exhibitors, Oswego County Solid Waste and 
the Oswego County History Group. Many of the shifts have been covered, but as usual we could use 
more coverage for the weekend. The sign-up sheet was circulated for anyone interested in volunteering. 
The fair will run from July 1 through July 5.  

 



E.   Pro Am Tournament – Dave Turner mentioned that this is the 16th annual tournament in Oswego 
County. Partnering with other counties has given us the opportunity to do more including larger prize 
structure. In previous years we have had teams from 10 states and three countries. The tournament has a 
magazine this year and we will be filming a total of 16 days over four tournaments. Four television 
shows will be developed for the Sportsmen’s Channel to promote the lake fishing. An additional ten 
shows may be done if we get the sponsorship. We have new sponsors and previous sponsors who have 
increased their donation level, one by up to 10 times previous years. The tournament will be held July 
9-11 and a sign-up sheet is available if you want to volunteer. Dave introduced Barb Murdock from 
Cayuga County Tourism who is a representative on the Lake Ontario Sportsfishing Council.  

 
5.  New Business: 

A.  Recent Media Recognition: Outdoor Life and Outdoor News – Janet reported that we have had both 
national and international media coverage recently. Israeli media covered the canal tour both in print 
and television. It covered the Marine Museum and Safe Haven with good coverage of Oswego. Canal 
NY and I Love NY coordinated the tour. Outdoor Life listed Oswego County in the top 10 for trout and 
bass fishing for the third year in a row.  Outdoors Magazine listed Oswego County as #3 in the top 25 
places in the United States for fly fishing. 

        
B. Fort Drum Visitor Guide – Janet mentioned that the 1000 Islands Tourism Council produces a visitor 

guide for Fort Drum. Its primary focus has been Jefferson County and the 1000 Islands area. Because of 
our partnerships, Oswego County and Onondaga County were asked to participate this year. The 
brochure is geared toward assisting incoming military with information about the area. They will be 
distributed at Fort Drum and places such as the Syracuse airport which sees a great deal of military 
personnel traffic.  

 
C. Canal Brochures, Fulton – Janet reported that the new canal information center is open next to Fulton 

City Hall. They developed three different brochures and our office assisted them in making copies for 
distribution at the center.  

 
D. River Run Kayak Rentals, Phoenix – Janet mentioned that Rich Walburger is renting kayaks on the 

north end of the island in Phoenix. He also gives lessons. He is insured and is working hard to set up his 
business. Mike Goldych mentioned that perhaps the tourism partners could work together to promote 
kayak racing in the area. He also would like the Tourism Council to commend the Mexico School 
District for introducing kayaking in their physical education classes. Dave said Jessica will contact 
them and do an article on it. She has worked very hard updating the canoeing and kayaking information 
on the county web site  

 
E. Member Communications -  

 
 Sherry Kaderli reported that St. Mary’s Church in Oswego will hold their bazaar on July 9-11.  

The Hobbit will be presented by the Children’s Glassworks Theater on Friday, July 9 at 7 pm 
and Saturday, July 10 at 2 pm and 7 pm. Admission is $5/adults, $4/seniors, $3/children. 
Cleveland Community Market Days will be held in front of the town hall on the last Thursday 
of the month from 3-7 pm.  

 Beth Hilton mentioned that the Oswego Farmers’ Market is held on Thursdays from 4-8 pm 
and Fulton’s Farmers’ Market is held on Saturdays from 8 am to 1 pm. The Independence Day 
Celebration will be held on July 4th.  The parade will begin at 1 pm on E. Bridge St.; the Mexico 
Brass and the Oswego High School Jazz Band will perform at 7 pm in Breitbeck Park and the 
fireworks will be held at 9:45 pm over the harbor. The Fulton Jazz Fest will be held Aug. 13 
and 14 on Lake Neahtahwanta. Taste of Oswego will be held on Aug. 28 behind the 
Econolodge.  



 Greg Monette reported that he has a listing of the veterans from the War of 1812 with over 600 
so far. He has contacted the clerks from the municipalities and he is hoping to have over 1000 
veterans. Nancy Weber asked if there will be commemorative markers available. Greg will find 
out about that. Mike Goldych mentioned the commemorative monument for the Battle of Big 
Sandy. Can it be moved over near the boat launch? Janet said the monument is actually located 
in Jefferson County.  

 Nancy Weber mentioned that local strawberries are available and cherries will be ready July 4. 
The Oswego County Dairy Princess will be at the county fair and they will be serving 
strawberry sundaes at the dairy bar on July 4th. On July 3, the new Oswego County harvest map 
brochure will be revealed at the fair. Please support the local farmers. Mercedes asked if local 
stores support area farmers. Many of them try to – visit your produce manager and ask for local 
produce. Local honey and maple syrup should be included.  

 Brian Leary reported that the Pulaski Farmers’ Market is held on Friday nights with music and 
entertainment.  

 Lillian Harter mentioned that the Parish Farmers’ Market is held on Saturdays July 10 through 
August 28, from 9 am to 4 pm. 

 Amy Tresidder mentioned that we should consider the restaurants that buy local produce when 
we are dining out.  

 Carol Sponable reported that the fireworks in Phoenix will be held on June 25; this is the 12th 
year. The community is very involved in supporting the Bridge House Museum and Henley 
Park. Music in the Park series starts Monday, June 21, and there is music on Thursday and 
Friday evenings.  

 Jim Hotchkiss mentioned that the Mexico Farmers’ Market is held on Mondays from 4-7 pm.  
 Mike Goldych reported that the city of Oswego has taken possession of the lighthouse. Mary 

Vanouse received a grant from the Erie Canalway Foundation to have an engineering firm do a 
hazards and structural study. She is also conferring with the Army Corps of Engineers about the 
evaluation of the breakwall to make it pedestrian friendly.  

 Janet welcomed Joe Galutz from Fort Brewerton and Anne Hutchins from the River Edge 
Mansion Bed & Breakfast. Janet thanked Anne for their support of our tourism initiatives with 
donations. She mentioned there are Harborfest brochures available and that the jazz and blues 
stage will be returning to East Park this year.  

 Mercedes mentioned that the Marine Museum’s family boat building event will be held July 
16-18. Kid’s Pirate Day will be July 8; Canal Day is scheduled for July 31; Tales of Haunted 
Harbor will be dedicated to Rosemary Nesbitt and it will be held August 22.  

 Morris mentioned that the Economic Development and Planning Committee meets next 
Tuesday at 2 pm and the public is welcome to attend with any concerns including economic 
development and tourism.  

 Mike Goldych reported that the ship the Rattlesnake visited Oswego in 1987. Students from 
Oswego were on board from Kingston Ontario to Oswego. 

 Fred mentioned that the American Canadian Cruise Line will now be called the Luther Blunt 
Small Ships Adventures in honor of its originator. The next ship will come in on July 6.  

 Mercedes reported that the architect for the Atlantic racing ship was from Oswego. One of the 
most famous rescues on Lake Ontario was in Sodus and the person overseeing it was from 
Oswego. 

 
 

Next meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 20 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cleveland 
Village Hall, 2 Clay St., Cleveland NY.  
 

 Meeting adjourned:  Dave Turner made a motion to adjourn. Milferd Potter second. Meeting adjourned.  


