
OSWEGO COUNTY TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Tuesday, July 20, 2010 
Cleveland Village Hall  

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:  Mary Ellen Barbeau, Paul Baxter, Jessica Burt, Janet Clerkin, Margaret Clerkin, Jack Cottet, Bob Green, 
Lillian Harter, Patti Holst, Jim Hotchkiss, Kelly Jordal, Sherry Kaderli, Hon. Margaret Kastler, Ed Lighthall, Linda 
Middleton, Greg Monette, Hon. Milferd Potter, Dave Rath, Carole Sponable, Steve Stelmashuck, Heather Tebidor, Nancy 
Weber, Charlene Weed, Dave White, Justin White 
 
1. Call to Order — Chairman Ed Lighthall called the meeting to order at 10:03 am.  
 
2. Introductions — Introductions were made all around.   
 
3. Approval of Minutes – Margaret Clerkin made a motion to accept the minutes of June 23. Nancy Weber second. 

Motion carried. 
 
4. Old Business: 

A.  Pro-Am Tournament Wrap-Up  –  Janet Clerkin reported that over 60 teams from 36 communities 
throughout New York and 18 out-of-state entries participated in the Oswego Pro-Am Tournament. Capt. Tom 
Burke and his Cold Steel/Fat Nancy’s team took 1st Place in the Professional Division and Tony Chatt and his 
team Five More Minutes took 1st Place in the Amateur Division. Both teams are from the county. This year's 
winners in the new Open/Recreational Division included the Sunchaser/Blue Eyed Lady team led by Bill 
Kopek and Mike Lavenia (Manlius and New Haven, NY) capturing first place on Saturday and the Reel 
Addiction team led by Chris Frasier (Johnstown) who outpaced the field on Sunday. The Cold Steel/Fat 
Nancy’s team also went on to win both the Eastern and Lakewide Challenge Cup competitions. The 
tournament was covered by two film crews that developed the characters of anglers and obtained some good 
footage for future sport shows.  

 
B.  Festival of Sail Wrap-Up –  Janet mentioned that there were over 7,000 people in attendance at the festival 

with some good media coverage for the event. All of the sail aways were sold out and they added one 
additional sail away on Sunday night. People came from places such as Vermont, Honolulu, Syracuse, Utica, 
St. Lawrence County, Massachusetts, and England.  We distributed our news release through the tourism 
network and I Love NY picked it up and posted it on their Web site. Dave Turner felt that this may have 
helped to bring people to the event. The Great Lakes Festival that we tied into happens every three years so 
we are hoping to do this again at that time. Nancy Weber reported a very good experience on the sail away.  

   
C.  County Fair Wrap-Up  –  Mary Ellen Barbeau reported that the fair went very well with good traffic through 

the tourism building. Nancy Weber felt the attendance was very good this year in the agriculture building. The 
grounds were well taken care of by the participants in the Weekender Program with the county jail. Greg 
Monette mentioned that the towns did a wonderful job, as usual, with their displays in the Heritage Building. 
The weather cooperated and Margaret Kastler and Milferd Potter both felt the attendance was very good. Greg 
Monette mentioned that he had attended the Cayuga County Fair and Madison County Fair and he feels 
Oswego County is by far more organized and offers more.  Margaret Kastler mentioned that it is more 
accessible to wheelchairs and strollers because of the paved roadways through the fairgrounds.  

 
D.  Israeli Fam Tour – Follow-up Workshop – Janet reported that in May we hosted a familiarization tour for 

the President of Kay Tours, an Israeli based tour operator, and top Israeli media. As a result, three workshops 
are being hosted to promote international tourism along the canal corridor. They are open to our tourism 
partners. The one in our area will be held in Sylvan Beach on August 31from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. The fee for 
materials and lunch is $20. Groups, especially the museums, along the corridor can learn how to network and 
get more exposure. We will be sending out more information from our office.  

 
E.   Lodgings Update  – No new lodgings to report.  
 



5.  New Business: 
A.  Presentation on Village of Cleveland History  – Jack Cottet gave a wonderful presentation on the history of 

the glass works in Cleveland.  
        
B. Cultural Heritage Tourism Network Membership – Janet explained that Oswego County is a member of 

the CNY Cultural Heritage Network which is headed by Spike Herzig. Our area partners are encouraged to 
become members of the group. The network helps to increase visitation to our museums and historical sites 
and to bring more attention to cultural heritage in the area. The group has inventoried the attractions and sites 
in several counties in the state. They are setting up a Web site and we will be a participant. They meet once a 
month, generally in the Syracuse area. Janet has information and membership forms for any group that is 
interested in becoming a member of the network.  

 
C. NYS Woodsmen’s Field Days – The Tourism Office will be exhibiting at the field days in Boonville on 

August 20-22. This is our first time participating but they have a very good attendance and we feel we should 
get some good exposure at the event. The hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily and if you are interested in working 
with the tourism staff, please contact Mary Ellen Barbeau.  

 
D. Winter Events Form –  Janet explained that the forms for our Winter Calendar of Events will be going out 

shortly. The form will also be on the Web site. Due date for submissions is August 31.  
 

E. Member Communications: 
 Lillian Harter reported that the Parish Chamber of Commerce will hold its Old Home Days on August 7 

and on August 8 the Parish Fire Department will have its annual car show.  
 Nancy Weber mentioned that the Oswego County Harvest logo was unveiled at the County Fair. This 

was done in cooperation with Cooperative Extension and Valerie Walthert, Agricultural Economic 
Development Specialist.  

 Sherry Kaderli mentioned that Cleveland Community Market Days will be held in front of the town hall 
on the last Thursday of the month from 4-7 pm.  

 Margaret Clerkin reported that the Pulaski Farmers’ Market is held on Friday evenings in the village 
park. Attendance has been very good.  

 Margaret Kastler asked if there was any update on the snowmobile licensing for individual businesses in 
the county. Patti Holst reported there was nothing new. It has been presented but no action has been taken 
yet. Margaret mentioned that some of the small town clerks are not selling fishing and hunting licenses. 
Ed said that the percentage that you receive for selling some licenses is not worth their time. Milferd 
wondered why areas that sell fishing and hunting licenses couldn’t convert to selling snowmobile licenses 
also. Patti said it is a motor vehicle issue and they feel the licenses should be purchased on line. Janet 
mentioned that Dave Turner has been in contact with Assemblyman Townsend’s and Assemblyman 
Barclay’s office regarding the issue. Margaret said we should continue to push the issue as the season is 
not far off.   

 Janet Clerkin reported that the Family Motor Coach Association will be bringing in 70 motor coach rvs 
to enjoy Harborfest. They will be parked on Port Authority property along the lake and the Tourism 
Office is working with them to supply information to the group for their stay.  

 Janet also reported that on August 14-15, Fort Ontario will be holding the Brigade of the American 
Revolution National Encampment. There will be Revolutionary War Drills, vendors, lectures, food and 
more. Battles will take place at 2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.   

 Margaret Kastler reported that there has been one day of dredging at Sandy Pond. The channel is about 
three feet deep and they would like it to be eight feet.  It is a slow process and the weather can undo what 
has been done quickly.  A lot of volunteer labor is needed. 

 
Next meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 17, at 10:00 a.m. at the Phoenix Bridge 
House Museum.  
 

 Meeting adjourned:  Jim Hotchkiss made a motion to adjourn. Milferd Potter second. Meeting  
             adjourned at 11:20 a.m.  


