
OSWEGO COUNTY TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Tuesday, August 17, 2010 

Bridge House Museum 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Mary Ellen Barbeau, A.C. Bowman, Jessica Burt, Janet Clerkin, Fred Crisafulli, Dick Drosse, Mayor 
Anthony Fratto, Bob Green, Jim Hotchkiss, Kelly Jordal, Hon. Margaret Kastler, Mike Lattimore, Ed Lighthall, Mercedes 
Niess, Hon. Milferd Potter, John Sabine, Hon. Morris Sorbello, Carole Sponable, Heather Tebidor, Fran Verdoliva, Justin 
White, Ryan Wood 
 
1. Call to Order — Chairman Ed Lighthall called the meeting to order at 10:03 am. The Bridge House Brats led the  
 Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
2. Welcome – Chairman Lighthall introduced the Mayor of Phoenix, Anthony Fratto. Mayor Fratto welcomed the  
 group to Phoenix. He explained that Henley Park hosts many events throughout the season. The Bridge House  
 Brats are a very important part of the activities. There are many things that bring people to the village and it is a  
 wonderful stop along the way to other tourist destinations. The activities are carried out by volunteers who work   

to use the river as the economic engine for the area. He thanked Carole Sponable for the work she does for the 
Phoenix community.  

 
3. Introductions — Introductions were made all around.   
 
4. Approval of Minutes – Jim Hotchkiss made a motion to accept the minutes of July 20. Bob Green second. 

Motion carried. 
 
5. Old Business: 

A.  Tourism Readiness Workshop, Aug. 31. Janet Clerkin mentioned that we have been working with the Erie 
Canalway National Heritage Corridor, Canal NY, and I Love NY in co-sponsoring a series of workshops.  
This is a follow-up of the Familiarization Tour that we participated in with the Israeli Media Group in May.  
One is in Geneva, one in Sylvan Beach and the third is in Latham. The one in our region, Sylvan Beach, is on 
Tuesday, August 31. These workshops will help businesses, non-profits, museums and anyone interested in 
attracting international tourists. We have sent out information and registration forms to our tourism partners 
and Janet has additional forms if needed. She passed around a copy of some of the media coverage we 
received from the FAM Tour. In the last week, we heard that Israeli visitors in Sylvan Beach had read about 
Oswego County and Oneida County in Israeli newspapers. In checking with Safe Haven, they had a family of 
four from Israel tour the museum yesterday. It appears the FAM Tour was productive.  

 
B.  Seaway Trail Geocache Sites – Kelly Jordal reported that the Great Lakes Seaway Trail has launched its 

Geotrail as of last Thursday. There are five regions along the Trail and there are 15 geocaches in each region.  
Log books are available at selected sites in the regions and the log book is stamped in the designated space for 
each cache. Anyone who locates 10 of the 15 caches can come to selected places to receive a Geotrail coin. In 
Oswego County we have four caches that Kelly has placed and a fifth at Fort Ontario placed by someone else. 
One is located in Henley Park, Sandy Island Beach State Park, the Salmon River Fishing Museum and at Fort 
Brewerton. Geocachers were in our office first thing in the morning to pick up their books. Several people 
were out before that for a “First to Find” prize. Seaway Trail received 40 e-mails the first morning. Margaret 
Kastler asked if there was a way to determine if people stop for coffee and donuts or other commodities along 
the way. Kelly said there is a survey that Seaway Trail is asking people to fill out to get more information.    

   
C.  Winter Calendar of Events – Janet explained that we are in the process of compiling the listing of events. 

Forms have been mailed out to 545 of our partners, it is on our Web site and the deadline is August 31 which 
is somewhat flexible. If you have an event and the exact date has not been determined, please submit the 
information you have. Any events that are scheduled after the final deadline can be added to the Web site at 
any time.  

 



D.   Lodgings Update – Janet reported that we are currently registering two new bed and breakfasts –one is in 
Orwell and one is in Pulaski.  

 
5.  New Business: 

A.  Presentation on Village of Phoenix History  – Carole Sponable gave a wonderful presentation on the history 
of Phoenix.  Peter Huntley, author of Images of America, Schroeppel, compiled posters of the history of 
Phoenix which were on display.  Carole introduced Ryan Wood, a former Bridge House Brat who is now the 
youngest trustee on the village board and A.C., a current member of the Brats, who shared details of the 
Phoenix fire in 1916. Morris reported that a new gun cleaning organization is coming to the industrial park. 
They will employ 50 people with the organization. There are several small businesses in that complex.  

      
B. Oswego County Visitors Guide – Janet introduced the new Oswego County Visitors Guide. It was designed 

by Step One Creative and Jan thanked everyone for their cooperation in producing the guide. We participated 
with Canal NY by distributing our new brochure to 25-30 travel writers attending their media meeting in 
Manhattan.  

 
C. Member Communications: 

 Kelly Jordal reported that we recently had a group tour from Cleveland OH. They spent three nights at 
the Best Western.  They had dinner at Bridie Manor one night and at the Elks Lodge the following night. 
They visited the Richardson-Bates House Museum, Fort Ontario, several of them visited Safe Haven, and 
they had lunch and shopped in the downtown area. They traveled to the Thousand Islands the following 
day but returned to Oswego that night. Kelly and Justin met with the group that came through from 
Seneca Falls and they are planning to come back in 2012 with a driving tour of the Underground Railroad 
being a possibility.   According to the National Bus Association, approximately $8,000-$10,000 a day is 
generated by overnight groups although this may be a bit lower now with the economy.                                         

 Margaret Kastler asked about the interest in cemeteries and genealogy in the county. Kelly reported that 
the recent group tour from Seneca Falls was interested in visiting the Riverside Cemetery on their next 
visit as there are many slaves and abolitionists buried there. There are 625 soldiers from the War of 1812 
listed on our Web site along with their burial sites.  

 Milferd Potter asked if there was an update on snowmobile registrations. Janet reported it is still in 
legislation. Margaret asked if more accommodations or other outlets could sell fishing and hunting 
licenses. Not a significant number of accommodations are selling licenses. Fran Verdoliva and Ed 
mentioned that it depends more on if a business feels it is worth the time and effort of selling them. B & 
B’s may not, for example, want to be available to outsiders for sales.  

 Fran Verdoliva reported that the Salmon River Hatchery National Hunting & Fishing Day Open House 
will be held on Saturday, September 25 from 9am-4pm. There will be fishing seminars held at the 
hatchery on Friday, September 24. On October 1, 2, and 3, Project Healing Waters will host disabled 
veterans on the Salmon River for fishing. There may be a crew filming the event. The hatchery’s number 
of visitors has been the same or higher than previous years and a good fishery is expected this fall with 
larger salmon.  

 Morris Sorbello reported that 230 acres of the Oswego River are being treated for water chestnuts. The 
county money has been used and should be replaced by state moneys. They are using Rodeo to spray the 
top right now but there is also a Milfoil issue which runs underneath the water. That needs to be treated in 
a different manner which may be addressed in the future. Morris also reported that Bion is just 
investigating.  The legislature, Operation Oswego County and industrial development agencies can not 
make any decisions until all the facts have been reviewed. There is nothing committed but we have to be 
responsive if someone proposes a project that will employ 500 people. More should be coming along 
soon on this.   

 Bob Green mentioned that Oswego County Soil and Water will hold its field day for children at Selkirk 
State Park on Thursday, September 16. 

 Fred Crisafulli reported that the Canadian Caribbean Cruise Line will now be called the Blount Small 
Boat Adventures. Next year they will be bringing seniors more in August, September and October. They 
may host groups for kayaking earlier in the season.  



 Justin White mentioned that the Oswego County Heritage Foundation will hold its Antique Sale on 
September 11-12 at Laker Hall, SUNY Oswego; 10am-5pm on Saturday, 10am-4pm on Sunday; 
admission $5. On Friday there is an Early Buyer’s Reception, 7-9pm, admission $20.  

 Mercedes Niess reported that on September 11, Art and Kites will be held at Fort Ontario from 11am-
5pm. The same day, the library will unveil the interpretive panels on the Underground Railroad of 
Oswego County. That takes place at 11:30 am followed by a luncheon held at 12:15pm at Bridie Manor 
with a program by Vanessa Johnson and Judy Wellman. The Marine Museum will continue with Tales of 
the Harbor in memory of Rosemary Nesbitt on August 20. The Salvation Army will partner with ABATE 
for a motor cycle run on Saturday to benefit the Salvation Army. The Festival of Sail was very successful 
with many out of town visitors attending. On September 25 the museum is participating in the 
Smithsonian Museum Day. Please see the Smithsonian Web site for information. 

 Margaret Kastler mentioned that the Crank It Up Antique Tractor Show will be held at the Oswego 
County Fairgrounds in Sandy Creek on September 18-19.  

 
Next meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 21, at 10:00 a.m. at Yogi Bear’s 
Jellystone Park, Mexico.  
 

 Meeting adjourned:  Milferd Potter made a motion to adjourn. Dick Drosse second. Meeting  
             adjourned at 11:20 a.m.  


